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Creatures Of Philippine Lower Mythology Creatures of Philippine Lower Mythology The rich
tapestry of Philippine mythology is teeming with fascinating creatures that have captivated
the imagination of Filipinos for centuries. These mythological beings, often rooted in pre-
colonial traditions and folklore, serve as both warnings and wonders, embodying moral
lessons, cultural beliefs, and the mysterious aspects of the natural world. Among these, the
creatures of Philippine lower mythology—those that dwell in the realms between the human
world and the supernatural—stand out as intriguing entities that continue to influence
Philippine culture today. From mischievous spirits to formidable monsters, these beings form
an essential part of the country's mythological landscape. --- Understanding Philippine
Lower Mythology Before delving into specific creatures, it is vital to understand what
constitutes Philippine lower mythology. This branch of mythology generally refers to
supernatural entities that are less divine or celestial but are more connected to the earthly
realm. They are often associated with forests, lakes, mountains, and other natural features,
and they frequently interact with humans—sometimes helping, sometimes harming. These
creatures are typically characterized by their elusive nature, often invisible or difficult to see,
and they are believed to possess powers that defy natural laws. They are integral to
indigenous Filipino beliefs, and their stories serve to explain natural phenomena, enforce
social norms, or evoke a sense of respect for nature. --- Notable Creatures of Philippine
Lower Mythology Below is a comprehensive overview of some of the most prominent and
intriguing creatures found in Philippine mythology. 1. Aswang Origins and Characteristics
The Aswang is perhaps the most infamous creature in Philippine folklore, often depicted as
a shape-shifting monster with vampiric tendencies. It is believed to be a nocturnal creature
capable of transforming into various forms, including that of a woman, a bird, or a dog.
Types of Aswang - Vampire-like Aswang: Prefers to feed on the blood of humans, often
targeting pregnant women and children. - Giant or Monster Aswang: Large, grotesque
beings that hunt in the dark. - Shape-shifting Aswang: Can transform into animals or
humans to deceive their victims. Cultural Significance The Aswang symbolizes fears

surrounding death, disease, and social deviance. It is often used as a cautionary tale to
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keep children away from the dark or to discourage immoral behavior. --- 2. Tikbalang
Description and Traits The Tikbalang is a tall, humanoid creature with the head and feet of
an animal—commonly a horse. It is known for leading travelers astray, causing them to
become lost in forests or mountains. Behavior and Encounters - It is mischievous but not
inherently evil. - Can be tamed or warded off with certain charms or by playing music. -
Often associated with forest spirits guarding nature. Symbolism The Tikbalang embodies the
unpredictable and mysterious power of nature, warning humans to respect the wilderness. --
- 3. Kapre Appearance and Habits The Kapre is a giant, dark-skinned, cigar- 2 smoking
creature usually depicted sitting atop trees, especially large balete or mahogany trees. Role
in Mythology - Known as a guardian of the forest. - Sometimes mischievous but generally
benign. - May lead travelers astray or provide guidance if approached respectfully. Cultural
Impact The Kapre reflects Filipino reverence for nature and the belief that spirits inhabit
natural features like trees. --- 4. Tiyanak Birth and Nature The Tiyanak is a creature
resembling a crying baby or infant, often appearing in the form of a helpless child to lure
victims. Behavior - It is a vengeful spirit of a child who died tragically. - It transforms into a
monster once approached or when its true form is revealed. - It is known to attack or
deceive unsuspecting travelers. Significance The Tiyanak warns against trusting
appearances and symbolizes the dangers lurking in the wilderness. --- 5. Mambabarang and
Barang Definition Both terms refer to practitioners of black magic, but they are sometimes
personified as supernatural beings. - Mambabarang: A sorcerer who uses insects or spirits
to harm others. - Barang: Spirits or entities invoked in curses and spells. Mythological Role
While not creatures per se, these spirits and practitioners are believed to summon or control
lower mythological entities, often associated with disease and misfortune. --- 6. Diwata sa
Tubig (Water Spirits) Description These are water nymphs or spirits inhabiting lakes, rivers,
and waterfalls. Types and Features - Nangungulug: Beautiful maiden spirits that lure
humans into water. - Sanghiyang: Water creatures with healing powers. Cultural
Significance They embody the mystical and sacred qualities of water sources, emphasizing
respect for aquatic environments. --- 7. Dwende (Dwarfs or Fairies) Description Small, often
mischievous beings dwelling in forests, fields, or beneath the earth. Characteristics - Known
for granting wishes or playing pranks. - Sometimes helpful, sometimes vengeful. - Can be
appeased with offerings or respect. Role in Folklore Dwendes serve as guardians of nature
and are integral to Filipino rural belief systems. --- Regional Variations and Local Legends

The creatures of Philippine lower mythology vary significantly across regions, reflecting local
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languages, customs, and environments. Luzon - Rich stories of the Aswangs and Kapres,
often linked to mountains and forests. - Manananggal: A terrifying creature that can detach
its upper body to fly at night, preying on pregnant women. Visayas - The Tiburon or shark
spirit, believed to inhabit deep waters. - Laman-lupa: Forest spirits that protect their domain.
Mindanao - The Tianak stories are prevalent, with variations involving spirits of the dead. -
Sigbin: A creature believed to walk backwards with its ears hanging upside down. --- The
Cultural and Folkloric Significance of Creatures These mythological creatures serve multiple
roles within Filipino society: - Moral Lessons: Many stories warn against behaviors like lying,
disrespecting elders, or venturing into dangerous places. - Explanation of Natural
Phenomena: Creatures like water spirits explain mysterious happenings in lakes and rivers.
- Cultural Identity: They reinforce indigenous beliefs and connections to nature. - Tourism
and Popular Culture: Modern media, festivals, and tourism often incorporate these
mythological beings, keeping their stories alive. --- Modern Interpretations and Media The
creatures of 3 Philippine lower mythology continue to influence contemporary culture: -
Literature and Films: Films like Tiyanak and Aswang have popularized these creatures. -
Festivals: Some local festivals feature costumes and stories about these beings. - Tourist
Attractions: Haunted forests or lakes reputed to be inhabited by spirits. --- Conclusion The
creatures of Philippine lower mythology are vital to understanding the country's cultural
heritage and worldview. They embody the mysterious and often sacred relationship Filipinos
have with nature, morality, and the unknown. From the mischievous Dwendes to the
fearsome Aswang, these beings serve as lessons, warnings, and symbols of the rich
spiritual landscape that continues to thrive in Philippine society. Whether as objects of fear,
respect, or fascination, these mythological creatures remain an integral part of the
Philippines' vibrant folklore tradition. --- Keywords for SEO Optimization - Creatures of
Philippine lower mythology - Philippine folklore creatures - Aswang in Philippine mythology -
Philippine mythical beings - Tikbalang folklore - Philippine mythical water spirits - Filipino
lower mythological creatures - Philippine mythological monsters - Cultural significance of
Philippine creatures - Philippine indigenous beliefs QuestionAnswer What is the Aswang in
Philippine lower mythology? The Aswang is a legendary creature often depicted as a shape-
shifting monster that preys on humans, especially pregnant women and children, commonly
associated with Filipino folklore. How is the Kapre described in Philippine mythology? The
Kapre is a tall, dark, and hairy creature that dwells in large trees, often smoking cigars and

scaring or watching over travelers in the forests. What role does the Tiyanak play in Filipino
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folklore? The Tiyanak is a creature that appears as a baby or small child but is actually a
malicious spirit or monster that attacks humans, often luring victims with cries for help. Are
there any mythical creatures associated with water in Philippine mythology? Yes, the Sirena
and the Siyokoy are water creatures; Sirena resembles a mermaid with a human upper body
and fish tail, while Siyokoy are amphibious beings that dwell in the sea and rivers. What is
the significance of the Dwende in Filipino lower mythology? The Dwende are small, fairy-like
creatures believed to live in old houses, trees, or underground, and are thought to bring
good or bad luck depending on how they are treated. Describe the Tikbalang and its
characteristics. The Tikbalang is a tall, humanoid creature with the head and feet of an
animal, usually a horse, known for leading travelers astray in the mountains and forests.
What is the nature of the Mangkukulam in Filipino folklore? Mangkukulam refers to a witch
or sorcerer who practices black magic, often believed to cast curses or illnesses on people
using supernatural means. 4 How does the Capre differ from other Philippine mythical
creatures? The Capre is distinguished by its large size, tree- dwelling habit, and smoking
cigars, often acting as a guardian or mischievous spirit in the forest. Are there any mythical
creatures in Philippine mythology associated with mountains? Yes, the Bakunawa is a
dragon-like creature believed to reside in the seas and mountains, famous for causing
eclipses by swallowing the moon, and some legends depict mountain-dwelling spirits. What
is the significance of the Nuno in Filipino lower mythology? The Nuno is a small, ancient
spirit believed to inhabit rocks and trees, often revered and respected by locals to avoid
misfortune or to seek blessings. Creatures of Philippine Lower Mythology The rich tapestry
of Philippine mythology is woven with an array of mythical beings that embody the cultural
beliefs, fears, and values of various indigenous communities across the archipelago. Among
these fascinating entities are the creatures of Philippine lower mythology—mysterious, often
elusive beings that dwell in the depths of forests, rivers, caves, and other remote terrains.
These creatures serve as cautionary tales, spiritual symbols, and reflections of the natural
environment, shaping the worldview of Filipinos long before the advent of modern religion
and science. This article aims to explore these enigmatic creatures in detail, providing
insights into their origins, characteristics, and roles within Philippine folklore. ---
Understanding Philippine Lower Mythology Philippine lower mythology refers to the subset
of Philippine mythological beings that typically inhabit the less visible, more mysterious
realms of the natural world. Unlike celestial deities or hero figures, these creatures are often

associated with the woods, waters, and undergrounds. They are usually considered semi-
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divine, spirits, or monsters—sometimes both. These entities are deeply rooted in the oral
traditions of indigenous Filipino groups such as the Tagalog, Visayan, llocano, and others.
Their stories serve multiple functions: explaining natural phenomena, enforcing social
norms, or warning humans against trespassing into forbidden territories. The creatures of
lower mythology often embody the unpredictable and sometimes dangerous aspects of
nature, acting as guardians or punishers depending on human behavior. --- Types of
Creatures in Philippine Lower Mythology The diversity of creatures in Philippine lower
mythology is broad, reflecting the complex relationship between humans and nature. They
can be broadly categorized into: 1. Forest Spirits and Guardians 2. Water Creatures 3.
Underground Entities 4. Monsters and Malevolent Beings Each category encompasses
several specific beings, each with unique traits and cultural significance. --- Creatures Of
Philippine Lower Mythology 5 1. Forest Spirits and Guardians Forests are considered
sacred spaces in many Philippine indigenous cultures. Within these sacred groves,
numerous spirits and guardians are believed to dwell, serving as protectors of nature and
enforcers of taboos. a. Diwata or Diyawata (Nature Spirits) Diyawata are nature spirits often
associated with specific natural features like trees, mountains, or waterfalls. They are
usually depicted as beautiful female beings, sometimes invisible, but capable of manifesting
to humans, often as a form of warning or blessing. - Characteristics: Usually benevolent if
respected; can be wrathful if disrespected. They often require offerings and reverence. -
Cultural Role: They embody the spirit of the place, maintaining ecological balance and
serving as custodians of nature. b. Kapre (Tree Giant) A popular creature in Philippine
mythology, the Kapre is a tall, dark, and hairy humanoid that dwells in large trees, especially
acacia or banyan trees. - Characteristics: Usually depicted as smoking cigars, they are
nocturnal and possess mystical powers. - Behavior: They are generally benign but can be
mischievous or intimidating if disturbed. Some stories depict them as guardians of the forest
or treasure. c. Anito (Ancestral Spirits) While often considered ancestral spirits, some local
beliefs portray them as spirits residing in trees or natural features, acting as intermediaries
between humans and the divine. --- 2. Water Creatures The Philippines, an archipelago
surrounded by vast waters, features numerous water spirits and creatures, many of which
serve as cautionary figures for fishermen and travelers. a. Sirena and Siyokoy (Mermaid-like
Beings) The Sirena is the Filipino equivalent of the mermaid, often depicted as a beautiful
woman with a fish tail. Siyokoy are their monstrous counterparts—water monsters with

amphibious features. - Characteristics: Sirenas are enchanting, capable of singing melodies
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that lure sailors into danger. Siyokoy are often depicted as grotesque, with scaly skin and
sharp teeth. - Cultural Significance: These beings symbolize the peril and mystery of the
sea, warning seafarers to respect marine environments. b. Bakunawa (Sea Serpent) A
prominent creature in Philippine mythology, the Bakunawa is a gigantic sea serpent believed
to cause eclipses by swallowing the moon. - Characteristics: Depicted as a massive dragon
or serpent with multiple mouths. - Mythological Role: The Bakunawa embodies chaos and
destruction but also serves as a symbol of natural phenomena, with stories explaining lunar
eclipses as battles between the Bakunawa and celestial beings. c. Lawa (Water Nymphs)
Lawa are water nymphs often associated with rivers and lakes. They are considered to be
spirits that can be benevolent or vengeful, depending on how humans treat their waters. ---
3. Underground Entities Beneath the surface of the earth lie various beings that dwell in
caves, mines, and Creatures Of Philippine Lower Mythology 6 subterranean
worlds—reflecting fears and reverence for the unknown depths. a. Dwende (Dwarves or
Gnomes) Dwende are small, elusive beings believed to inhabit forests, caves, and old
houses. - Characteristics: They are often described as tiny, with pointed hats and
mischievous personalities. - Behavior: They can be helpful or malicious, rewarding those
who leave offerings or punishing those who disrespect their domain. b. Tikbalang (Horse-
Like Humanoid) While often associated with forests, Tikbalang are also considered
underground dwellers that manipulate travelers. - Characteristics: Tall, with
disproportionately long limbs, horse head, and human body. - Behavior: Known for leading
travelers astray, they embody confusion and misdirection, warning humans to stay on the
right path. c. Encantados (Enchanted Beings) These are beings believed to have come from
underground or water realms, often appearing as beautiful humans or animals under spells.
--- 4. Monsters and Malevolent Beings Some creatures in Philippine lower mythology are
malevolent or monstrous, serving as cautionary figures for humans. a. Aswang (Shape-
shifting Monster) Perhaps the most infamous creature in Philippine folklore, the Aswang is a
shapeshifter that preys on humans, especially pregnant women and children. -
Characteristics: Can transform into various forms—dog, pig, or human—often depicted as a
ghoul or vampire. - Cultural Role: Serves as a moral warning against temptation, greed, and
disobedience. b. Tiyanak (Child Monster) A creature that appears as a helpless baby or
child, but reveals its monstrous nature when approached. - Characteristics: Usually depicted
as a crying infant, often with sharp teeth or claws. - Behavior: Lures victims into dangerous

areas or traps, symbolizing deceit and danger lurking in innocence. c. Sigbin (Dark Spirit or
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Animal) Believed to be a nocturnal creature that moves backwards and feeds on human
flesh. - Characteristics: Similar to a goat or dog, with long ears and tail. - Cultural
Significance: Often associated with witchcraft and dark magic. --- Cultural Significance and
Modern Interpretations The creatures of Philippine lower mythology are more than mere
stories; they are embedded in the cultural fabric and collective consciousness of Filipinos.
They serve as moral lessons, environmental warnings, and explanations for natural
phenomena. Many of these beings are invoked in rituals, festivals, and folk practices to
ensure safety, prosperity, or spiritual protection. In contemporary times, these mythological
creatures have been reinterpreted through popular media—films, comics, and
literature—keeping their legends alive among new generations. They also serve as symbols
of Filipino identity, resilience, and the mystical connection to nature. --- Creatures Of
Philippine Lower Mythology 7 Conclusion The creatures of Philippine lower mythology are a
testament to the profound relationship between Filipinos and their environment. They
embody the mysteries, dangers, and reverence that characterize indigenous worldview and
serve as guardians, punishers, and teachers. Whether as forest spirits, water beings,
underground dwellers, or monsters, these entities continue to captivate the imagination and
serve as cultural touchstones that link the past with the present. As Philippine society
evolves, so too does its mythology, ensuring that these creatures remain vital parts of the
archipelago’s rich cultural heritage. aswang, tikbalang, kapre, manananggal, tiyanak,

duwende, nuno, sigbin, dwende, mermaid

Creatures of Philippine Lower MythologyThe Creatures of Philippine Lower MythologyA
Handbook of Philippine FolkloreSurvey of Philippine Law EnforcementMonarch of the
Philippine NationMonarch of the Philippine Nation ebookPhilippines Weather Bureau
Rehabilitation by the U.S. Weather Bureau Under the Philippine Rehabilitation
ProgramPhilippine Trade Agreement Revision Act of 1955Philippine Politics and Society in
the Twentieth CenturyParrotsThe Philippines Under Spanish and American RulesPhilippine
Holdings in the Library of Congress, 1960-1987Philippine Government Under the Jones
LawCensus of the Philippine Islands Taken Under the Direction of the Philippine Legislature
in the Year 1918 ...Philippine StudiesOutlines of Philippine FrontologyThe Philippine Press--
under SiegeA Manual of Philippine BirdsThe ConservativePhilippine Teacher Maximo D.
Ramos Maximo D. Ramos Mellie Leandicho Lopez United States. Agency for International

Development. Office of Public Safety Jorge Marlo Gutierrez Jorge Marlo M. Gutierrez United

7 Creatures Of Philippine Lower Mythology



Creatures Of Philippine Lower Mythology

States. Congress. House. Committee on Ways and Means Eva-Lotta E. Hedman Noel F. R.
Snyder C. H. Forbes-Lindsay Library of Congress Maximo Manguiat Kalaw Philippines.
Census Office Philippines. Weather Bureau Richard Crittenden McGregor Julius Sterling
Morton

Creatures of Philippine Lower Mythology The Creatures of Philippine Lower Mythology A
Handbook of Philippine Folklore Survey of Philippine Law Enforcement Monarch of the
Philippine Nation Monarch of the Philippine Nation ebook Philippines Weather Bureau
Rehabilitation by the U.S. Weather Bureau Under the Philippine Rehabilitation Program
Philippine Trade Agreement Revision Act of 1955 Philippine Politics and Society in the
Twentieth Century Parrots The Philippines Under Spanish and American Rules Philippine
Holdings in the Library of Congress, 1960-1987 Philippine Government Under the Jones
Law Census of the Philippine Islands Taken Under the Direction of the Philippine Legislature
in the Year 1918 ... Philippine Studies Outlines of Philippine Frontology The Philippine
Press--under Siege A Manual of Philippine Birds The Conservative Philippine Teacher
Maximo D. Ramos Maximo D. Ramos Mellie Leandicho Lopez United States. Agency for
International Development. Office of Public Safety Jorge Marlo Gutierrez Jorge Marlo M.
Gutierrez United States. Congress. House. Committee on Ways and Means Eva-Lotta E.
Hedman Noel F. R. Snyder C. H. Forbes-Lindsay Library of Congress Maximo Manguiat
Kalaw Philippines. Census Office Philippines. Weather Bureau Richard Crittenden
McGregor Julius Sterling Morton

imaginary creatures depicted in a people s lower mythology are one of the most important
phenomena in their belief systems this is because the common folk in particular must strive
to maintain harmonious relations with these creatures a continuous process that permeates
many aspects of their everyday lives and requires the intercession of a special person in the
community who acts as the medium of communication between them the subject of maximo
d ramos s work is the creatures of philippine lower mythology as this level of folklore is
called in undertaking this study dr ramos directed his efforts to two principal tasks 1 making
a taxonomic classification of all the beings which in his opinion fall within the framework of
the problem as found in philippine folk beliefs and 2 correlating the implications of these
beliefs in terms of these classifications to education particularly on the elementary level the
taxonomic classification is intended to help clear up the confusion that attended earlier

studies of these creatures this is indeed the first attempt to systematize the identities of
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these philippine mythological beings for the benefit of folklore scholarship more specifically
ramos writes where names traits and functions appear to have become confused through
the process of transfer that constantly occurs in traditional lore it was thought fruitful to point
these out and then attempt to account for them in spite of the very extensive christianization
of the filipinos particularly the lowlanders these mythical entities still persist in their
traditional belief systems hence the student of folk traditions cannot ignore them if he is to
achieve greater relevance in his studies little by little the perspective from which these
creatures have been traditionally viewed is bound to change until they are accepted as part
of our cultural heritage this change is bringing about an understanding of these creatures
function in our society the present work is primarily taxonomic in nature but it sheds light into
many of the dark corners of philippine folklore studies and brings to the reader a fuller
understanding of the most maligned inhabitants of the philippine other world herein lies the
major contribution of dr ramos a basic recognition and a deeper insight into the cultural
heritage of the filipino

the voluminous book provides a range of international theories and methodologies in
analytical folklore investigations and a classification scheme based on genre is offered as
the system of taxonomy for philippine traditional materials lopez counts on the regional
folklorists to refine the classification according to the texts of their respective areas the
different genres too are explained and examined in another part of lopez s study the reader

will definitely find interesting and useful the illustrative examples for each genre
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republic democratic or federal form of government and how it created and it briefly explain
from starting of the idea creation up to proposal of constitutional law and other information
involve on understanding creating and proposing the monarchy of the philippine and how it
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his people from earliest inhabitants people to modern people their political history from
beginning to independent commonwealth and to the present republic and the emerge of new
political monarchy administration or the political monarchy in the nation under the name and
philosophical belief of gutierrez monarchy as national and state monarchy of the philippine
and to other nation that is do not have yet a constitutional monarchy that mostly having a
republic democratic or federal form of government and how it created and it briefly explain
from starting of the idea creation up to proposal of constitutional law and other information
involve on understanding creating and proposing the monarchy of the philippine and how it

will merge in the republic democratic or federal government and his political system

this work addresses key topics which should be of interest to the academic and non
academic reader such as the national level electoral politics economic growth the philippine

chinese law and order opposition the left and local and ethnic politics

a journal devoted to the discussion of political economic and sociological questions
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